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Sacrificial Giving
By: Charlotte Fawver

Americans celebrate many holidays, but there is
probably not one so memorable as Christmas. Families
come together and fellowship over food. The tree sits in
its special place lit up with tinsel and lights. Packages are
wrapped with special paper and bows. Christmas songs
are played filling hearts with cheer, ...But what is this all
about? We are celebrating the Gift of God, Jesus Christ.
“For God so loved the world, that He gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him shouid not
perish, but have everlasting fife" {John 3:16). “Thanks be
unfo God for His unspeakable gift” (Il Cor. 9:15). Jesus
so loved that He lay His life down in death for all of
mankind. If you are bom again, you received this
“unspeakable gift," Jesus, the greatest Gift of all.

Sometimes we confront people at Christmas and
their attitudes are not so joyful. in other words,
“Humbug.” Can you imagine how you would feel if family
began to complain about your upcoming birthday? “Oh,
no, it's that time of year again; | have to buy you a gift; |
have to cook; or your birthday is so expensive.” We
wouldn't say that to anyone, but have the people of God
made Jesus' birthday a grievous occasion? Christians
need to repent to our precious Lord if this has been our
attitude.

We that are Christians are born of the nature of
God, which is Love. He so loved that He gave, Qur
nature will also be to give. We first offer our bodies unto
God as living sacrifices (Rom. 12:1). We are not our
own, we are bought with the blood of our God, Jesus.
We received His Best: and in turn, we give Him our alf --
our best.

How does your gift giving declare your heart?
Does it say because “l love you so much, | give.” [s the
best gift, the one with the biggest price tag? How can you
place a price tag on God's gift, His Son? You can't. The
value of a gift is often the sacrifice of love. Charese, my
daughter, sacrificed hours making a beautiful scrapbaok
written as if it was from my grandson. The book inciuded
pictures and writings of memorable moments that we had
enjoyed. She made me a second book written as if her
second son had written it. | know the sacrifice that she
made in order to declare her love for me. I've watched
my mother's sacrifice of extra hard labor so that she
cauld express her amazing love to me and my family in
special gifts. | have seen her go without so that we could
have. Christmas is about demonstrating the celebration
of Jesus’ birthday. One way that we can do this is by
celebrating members of His Body. These members may
be in your immediate family, they may be the lonely ones
in the nursing home, or they may be a single memwho is
struggling to make ends meet. Remember, Jesus said,
“It Is more blessed fo give than fo receive.”

Rays of Light

We have some single moms that have
expressed that they would not be able to give
gifts to their children for Christmas because of a
lack of finances. Bringing to Light Ministries
would like to assist these moms. If you would like to help,
please send your financial gifts to us quickly so that we
may get it to these families. Thank you so much.
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done if unto me.”
-Jesus

Taking the Light

+ Monday-Friday - 7:00am WITA Radio 1490 AM

» WVLR TV 48-Monday, 9:30am & Friday, 8pm
Our program may be seen on the web, WVLR. Also
visit us at www.bringingiolight.org

¢« TBN-Friday, 8:30pm (Comcast cable only)

+ Teaching at Park West Church every Sunday evening
at 6pm, except the last Sunday of each month, with
prayer for needs foilowing the teaching.

Prayer Requests A

 That every member in the church is blessed bya "
token of iove during Christmas.

¢ That the Bringing to Light TV broadcast would be used
by our God in a mighty way o minister salvation, healing,
deliverance, etc.

e That every need is met for our ministry and there is an
abundance to give to the needy.

¢ Please pray that the supperters of God's work would be
blessed so that they may continue to give.

o Please agree with us for the finances to publish 2 books.

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
&
HAPPY NEW YEAR!



